(1) The early Humanist period before the Reformation is a time of formal experiments in Neo-Latin drama. During that time the dramatic conception in the proper sense separates from the semi-dramatic dialogue; the genres of tragedy and comedy followed classical examples (Seneca and Terence), while a third, less clearly defined genre comes about, which might be interpreted as an attempt to imitate the classical satyr play: the mythological or allegorical 'spectaculum' , which often appears in the shape of a festival play that is strongly linked to the festive context of its performance. 
